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The Big Tent is Back
Foster Wins By A Yard

NOVEMBER 5 - NOVEMBER 11, 2009

Gibbs Junior
College 1962
Graduate Honored
After Experiencing
Racial Injustice

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Part one of a two part series.

Photograph courtesy of Blanche Ganey

Eckerd College students and professor pose with
Howard Kennedy, Gibbs Jr. College graduate (center)
(l-r) Abigail Gardner, Brigitte Perenyi, Chesley Mintah,
Howard Kennedy, Synthia Hogan, Felicia Sutherland
and Prof. Walter Walker

BY BLANCHE L. GANEY
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Local NAACP leader, the
late Leon Cox Jr. worked with
Florida Presbyterian College
faculty member, Ken Keeton to
get 20 year old Howard Eugene
Kennedy admitted to newly
formed Florida Presbyterian
College in 1962.
ST. PETERSBURG – In
1962 when the country was
tumultuous on issues of skin
color, St. Petersburg and then
Florida Presbyterian College
were also navigating the racial
storms that sometimes darkened
the horizon of reason and cast
shadows of division and discord
on neighbors, friends, students

and anyone whose ideas and
ideology were considered
foreign. Twenty year old Howard
Eugene Kennedy learned first
hand just how divisive the times
were when his application for
enrollment at the college was
denied simply because he was
black.
Florida Presbyterian
College, like St. Petersburg and
the rest of the country, was still
coming to terms with the 1954
Brown v. the Board of Education
U.S. Supreme Court decision,
that forbade the separation of
races in schools, and was still not
willing to go against a strong
board of directors who felt integrating the newly formed
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BY GYPSY C. GALLARDO
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

“The big tent is back!” was the
sense one got on the scene of Bill
Foster’s election night victory
party this past Tuesday at Ferg’s
Bar & Grill in St. Petersburg.
It appeared that the entire
city came out to celebrate with the
new Mayor-elect and his family.
Young and old. Black, white, and
latino. Grassroots activists and
monied elites. Democrats and
Republicans.
Even the gay community was
in full effect with Ron Gofrank,
owner of George’s Alibi with
Sterling Powell, Publisher of
CitiLife and others who arrived in
a stretch Hummer limo.

Foster celebrates with supporters outside Ferg’s Bar & Grill

If the election night crowd
was any indication, Bill Foster’s
six point victory over Kathleen
Ford may fulfill on Foster’s
number one promise - to be a
“uniter.” And for a race reputed to
be divisive (especially within the
black community), there was no
sign that anyone is harboring a
grudge.
Foster wasn’t the only
candidate who won big in the
November 3rd election. In the
District 6 City Council race, where
African-Americans make up more
than half of the population, Karl
Nurse won handily over Vel
Thompson (74 to 26%). Steve
Kornell won by a 20 point lead
over Angela Rouson for the
District
5
Council
seat.
Incumbents Jim Kennedy (District

2), Leslie Curran (District 4) and
Jeff Danner (District 8) all retained
their seats against the challenging
candidates.
Now, with the election over
and the City still in the grips of a
recession, The Weekly Challenger
asked victory party attendees their
thoughts on election returns.
Mayor Rick Baker
Question: How do you feel
about the results and what role will
you play in the transition?
Answer: “It’s another great
day in St. Petersburg (the Mayor’s
trademark opening line). I will stay
out of Bill’s way and answer his
calls if he needs me. It’s clear that
he wants to remain committed to
the programs we started, especially the Midtown effort.”
Former Councilwoman Rene

Flowers
Question: Were you surprised
that Foster won?
Answer: “I knew from Day 1
that he was the candidate and
supported him despite the uphill
battle.” Foster, in his acceptance
speech, called Flowers his “Sister”
and thanked her for remaining
faithful throughout the campaign
Business Owner K.P. Buxton
Question: What does this
mean for you as a business owner?
Answer: “This is a smooth
transition for the existing growth
potential of our City, especially for
the Midtown area. The choice was
clear.”

ELECTION

continued on pg. 7
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Dr. Regina Benjamin

WASHINGTON (NNPA) Dr. Regina Benjamin was unanimously confirmed by the U.S.
Senate on Oct. 29 as the next
U.S. surgeon general, making
the Black Alabama physician
the nation’s top doctor.
“She will be an integral part
of our H1N1 response effort,
and America can expect to see
her very soon communicating
important information about
how to stay healthy and safe this
flu season,” Department of
Health and Human Services
Secretary Kathleen Sebelius
said in a statement.
Senate Majority Leader
Harry Reid, (D-Nev.), had complained that Republicans were
holding the surgeon general
confirmation over unrelated
issues, according to the New

York Times. A subsequent voice
vote elevated Benjamin to the
post.
Benjamin has a long history
of public service as a family
physician. She received the
Nelson Mandela Award for
Health and Human Rights and a
MacArthur
Foundation
“genius” grant, and was the first
Black woman to head a state
medical society.
Benjamin became nationally known for her struggle to
keep her Bayou La Batre Rural
Health Clinic on Alabama’s
Gulf Coast open to serve
approximately 4,000 residents
there after the area was devastated by Hurricane Katrina and
again by Hurricane Rita.
Benjamin is the third
African-American woman to be
U.S. surgeon general. The first

G EN ER AL

continued on pg. 9

How To Reach Us: News: editor@theweeklychallenger.com • Advertising: advertising@theweeklychallenger.com • Phone: (727) 896-2922 • Fax: (727) 823-2568

2

•
•
•
•
•

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2009

We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

BY RON WALTERS
NNPA

From all that I can
tell, Barack Obama isn’t running in
the fall. And, that fact is likely to
have a decisive impact on the
elections for governor in both
Virginia and New Jersey and in the
House of Representatives.
Blacks are 15 percent of the
population in New Jersey and 20
percent in Virginia, so their vote
could make a difference in these
close races. Nevertheless, the
Obama factor is critical because the
95 percent level at which blacks
voted for him last year is the
highest in American history, which
brought the turnout numbers close
to their representation in the population. Yet, the emotional drama,
laden with hope and the possibility
of real change with which most
blacks went to the polls, was a historical event that is unlikely to be
replicated in the next general
election, not to speak of the offyear elections coming up.
Generally, the black vote can be 3050 percent in an off-year election
of what it was in the presidential
election and that is the danger.
The posture of the black vote is
especially critical in Virginia
where Creigh Deeds, the

percent of blacks responding
sh o ws : “Very ex ci t ed ” — 4 1
percent, “Somewhat” – 31 percent
and “Not very” – 26 percent. So,
Creigh Deeds has not lit a fire in
the black community, which would
be necessary for a big turnout with
most blacks not being very excited
by or about his campaign.
A somewhat similar picture
presents itself in New Jersey with
the incumbent Governor John
Corzine running for re-election.
Corzine is running neck-and-neck
with Republican challenger Chris
Christie, just behind her in a recent
poll by 2 percent, after running
behind by double-digits most of
this year. Obama has campaigned
strongly for Corzine and if he pulls
ahead, it could be said that the
Obama factor made a difference.
But contrary to Deeds, Corzine is
also working the black community
hard as Rev. Reginald Jackson
leader of the Black Minister’s
Co u n ci l o f New J ers ey h a s
recently endorsed him.
The black vote could also be a
factor in House whether the House
ho l d s o n t o i t s Dem o crat ic
majority in States like Alabama,
Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi,
North Carolina and Ohio. More
than in the South however, Ohio
could be a bell-weather of

(NNPA) - The end of
Daylight Savings time
Nov. 1 doesn’t just mean you’re
getting an extra hour of sleep.
Setting clocks back one hour also
means an extra hour of night
driving, which can be problematic
for everyone, particularly older
drivers. Even on familiar roads,
motorists should use caution and
watch for drivers, pedestrians,
and cyclists who will be less
visible, especially during the first
week of the time change. AARP
urges all drivers to consider the
link between night visibility and
safe driving. If you have trouble
seeing well at night, get your their
vision checked and consider
taking a driver safety course to

learn more about how to compensate in dark conditions. To focus
atte ntion o n ro ad way s afet y,
AAR P is p ro cl ai m i n g t h is
November, Driver Safety Month.
Since folks will be driving more
at night, AARP offers the
following tips:
• See and be seen. Get your
headlights checked, and turn them
on one hour before sunset and
keep them on one hour after
sunrise to ensure maximum visibility.
• Stay alert on the road. With
reduced visibility, it’s important
to reduce your speed, be extra
alert, and maintain a three-second
following distance.
• R ec o g n i ze an d p rev en t
drowsiness. The change in time
can throw off our internal clock

The Weekly Challenger

and may cause drowsiness so run
errands in the morning when you
are fresher and more alert.
• Avoid sun glare; you may
need to adjust to early morning or
late afternoon sun glare that can
cause reflections off car windows
and hoods and decrease your visibility.
Now celebrating its 30th
Anniversary, the AARP Driver
Safety Program has provided
instruction to more than 12
million participants nationwide
seeking to refresh their driving
skills. The no-test course updates
drivers’ knowledge about relevant
laws and offers strategies to compensate for age-related changes
that affect driving ability. The
course also includes a section on
assessing driving abilities. And,

Obama’s ability to hold and keep
his Northern and Mid-western
states in the fall elections. In this
economically challenged state,
Obama has climbed back up over
50 percent in his favorable rating
according to recent polls –
something the major media has
kept secret.
With the youth turnout also
expected to drop in the fall
elections, the Democratic Party’s
dependence upon black turnout is
greater than usual. But here is the
rub: blacks are suffering from the
fall-out of the economy at a disproportionate rate than the rest of the
nation; and, a need for the impact
of the economic programs that
have been put in place to work for
them. If that doesn’t happen, black
voter turnout could be even less
than projected.
These elections could be a
window into the 2010 re-election
race for Barack Obama. For if by
then blacks have not benefited
from Obama’ programs, their
turnout could fall back to at least
the normal level of 85 percent –
which means a 10 percent drop
from 2008. That could cost Obama
in a close election. So, there is
much to learn in these elections
that do not look like they matter
very much.

since November is also National
Caregiver Month, now may be a
good time to have a “family conversation” about driving to help
ensure your loved one stays safe
on the road. Depending on
insurance providers and state regulations, graduates of the AARP
Driver Safety Program courses –
both classroom and online – may
be eligible to receive a discount
on their auto insurance premiums.
All participants should check
with their provider for further
details.
For information on local
courses, call 1-888-227-7669 or
visit us at www.aarp.org/drive.
For more information about
AARP’s online course, please
visit www.aarp.org/drive/online.
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Black Turnout Looking Mild
For November Elections
Democratic candidate has not run a
particularly effective election and
is not as charismatic as his conservative challenger, Republican
Robert McDonnell. President
Obama has campaigned in Virginia
for Deeds, but the White House
was recently peeved because
Deeds has not labeled himself an
“Obama Democrat” in a state
where Obama won a historic
victory last year. With Deeds
lagging, at this writing, by an
average of 12 percent in recent
polls, he badly needs a strong
black turnout.
Deeds, however, describes
himself as a “Creigh Deeds
Democrat” and has failed to lock
up at least two prominent black
heavy-weights in the State, former
Governor Doug Wilder and Sheila
Johnson, wealthy wife of Bob
Johnson of BET fame.
Sheila Johnson has made
television ads for Republican
McDonnell, attempting to split the
black vote. Even if Deeds were to
win Wilder over, its unlikely that
his influence would have much
effect with the election so close.
In the most recent Public
Policy poll, although blacks say
they support Creigh Deeds (68-20)
when asked whether they are
“excited” about the race, the
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COMMUNITY NEWS
St. Petersburg Police
Department Wants Citizens To
Be Aware Of Resources

BY DANIELLE MAY
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG — The
St. Petersburg Police Department
has many resources available to its
citizens and officers are concerned
that often times many people are
not aware of them. The officers
would like for this to change.
“We just want the community
to be informed and to let them
know that we’re here to serve
them. We have a lot of opportunities to get involved and be aware
of what’s going on,” said Officer
Kevin Vater.
Among the programs
available are Neighborhood
Crime Watch and Business
Watch, which are overseen by the
Crime Prevention Unit. Also,
administrative volunteers, road
patrol, and the Citizen Police

BY TERRI P. MURPH

Academy are there for citizens to
get involved.
The Citizen Police Academy
is an eight-week course that better
informs citizens as to how the
police department works, their
role, and how to pass on their
knowledge to the community. The
curriculum covers topics such as
child abduction, crime scene processing, K-9, and use of force.
These classes are free and are held
at the SPPD on First Ave. N.
There are also plenty of ways
to participate occasionally if there
is not enough time to dedicate to a
volunteer program.
“Just last month was, Walk a
Child to School day. This is
supposed to teach kids and adults
the importance of pedestrian
safety. Different schools had
different meeting places and
times. All of that information was
on our site,” said Vater.

Some community members
were not aware of these services.
“I had no idea they had all of
these kinds of programs. I don’t
think a lot of people know about
this. If more people knew, I bet
more people would join,” said
Roger Rios, a St. Petersburg
College student.
For more information on any
services offered or just as another
resource, visit the SPPD website
at www.stpete.org/police. If you
would like to report a crime and
remain anonymous, you can call
the Tip Line at 727-892-5000 or
use the Text a Tip line at 727-4208911.
“There should be better communication between the police
department and the people of St.
Pete. These programs are here for
people to take advantage of them.
I think it would be beneficial for
both parties,” said Vater.

Book Review

Precious: Based on the Novel
PUSH by Sapphire
Childhood stolen. Innocence
gone. Precious has to grow up
way too soon. Her abusive mother
and predatory father have
provided for her a life of pain,
hardship and struggle. She has
learning disorders and is a mother
of two before she is barely a teen.
Lacking education, socially inept,

and morbidly obese, her environment has laid the foundation for
her to continue the downward
spiral. Cultural deprivation,
welfare reliance, and low socioeconomic standards has been the
norm for her family all of her life.
But unlike them, Precious wants
more. She doesn’t know how to
get it, but she knows it’s what she
needs to break free. Will she be
able to end the cycle of generations? Or is this all she will pass

on to her own young children, one
who already has the cards stacked
against her. Read Precious’
journey as she tries to carve out a
better life for herself and her
children under the most difficult
circumstances. Will she make it,
or will she get lost in the struggle?
It’s anybody’s guess….
This book is available now at
Reader’s Choice Bookstore, 4301
34th St. So, Ste. 102. Pick up your
copy today, (727) 867-3696.

The Royal Treatment
nicer theaters,” Murphy said,
specifically ones that had previously only allowed white people
to attend shows.
The building stood vacant
until 1975 when a $6,000 renovation turned it into a Boys &
Girls Club.
More than 30 years and $1.2
million in renovations later, the
building now serves as the Royal
Theater Boys & Girls Club Arts
Academy. Students of the
academy study everything
ranging from the performing
arts, such as acting and dancing,
to visual arts, such as painting
and even computer graphic arts.
Classes run Monday through
Friday. Students are picked up
from their schools and brought to
the theater. They study and have
snacks before their classes begin.
“This is academy-style
learning, so it’s not your traditional Boys & Girls Club. It’s
actually a national model,”
Murphy said. “It’s the new wave
of clubs that are very unique and
focused.”
The teachers don’t try to
teach all of the students every

BY KRISTINA WELCH
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. P E T E R S B U R G —
Midtown’s Royal Theater, once
a performance venue for greats
including Duke Ellington and
James Brown, now acts as a
training camp for a new generation of artists of every variety.
Built in 1948, the Royal
Theater, located at 1011 22nd St.
S., served as the first movie
house for African-Americans
during the time of segregation.
“The Royal Theater was not
just a place where they went to
see black-and-white movies,”
director Herbert Murphy said. “It
also hosted fashion shows, talent
shows — all kinds of social
events.”
This was a magical time for
the theater, but by 1967, it was all
over. African-Americans were
granted judicial relief in 1964,
and the theater survived financially for only a couple of years
after that when it stopped
receiving community support.
“People wanted to go to the

program the academy has to
offer. By specializing individual
students in the areas where they
seem to excel, “you have a better
chance of hitting the target,”
Murphy said.
The children are instructed by
field professionals and use
advanced equipment for programs
like graphic design, video production, and recording arts. The
theater’s recording studio was
made possible by a $100,000
donation to add the room and
purchase the equipment. Students
are able to produce high-quality
recordings similar to those of idols
like Beyoncé.
Helping students achieve
their goals is a team effort for
Murphy, the teachers, and staff.
“I guess the biggest thing is I’m a
cheerleader for youth,” Murphy
said. “I only want the best for
them.”
Community support is also
vital. Donations not only help
keep the theater going, but also
offer some children the opportunity to receive scholarships. To
donate to the Royal Theater, visit
www.royaltheatermidtown.com.

Volunteers For Holiday
Preparation And Distribution

The Salvation Army of St.
Petersburg is seeking volunteers to
assist in the preparation of food and
toys to be distributed to many
needy and deserving families in
our community. Volunteers are
needed to help sort food from Dec.
7-11, to sort toys from Dec. 14-18
and to help distribute the toys and

food from Dec. 21-23. All times
are from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Lunch and snacks will be
provided.
To sign up to volunteer for one
or more of these events please
contact Gail Stark at (727) 5508080 ext. 332 or by email at
Gail_Stark@uss.salvationarmy.org.

For more information
please contact Jim Spencer,
Public Relations & Disaster
S e r v i c e s C o o r d i n a t o r, S t .
Petersburg Area Command.
Phone (727) 550-8080, ext. 331;
Cell: (727) 417-7452. Email:
Jim_Spencer@uss.salvationarmy.org.

DIMMITT LUXURY PREOWNED

2006 Acura
TSX

2007 SAAB

Auto, Leather
46K Miles

9.5 Wagon,
50th Anniversary Edition
Low Miles Cert.

2006 Hummer
H-3

2004 Cadillac
Escalade

$16,995

Yellow/Black, Chrome
Wheels, 29K Miles Cert.

$20,995

2004 Cadillac
XLR
Silver/Black, NAVI,
Chrome Wheels,

$27,995

2009 Cadillac
CTS

Black/Black, Sunroof,
20” Chrome Wheels,
2,860 miles cert.

$36,995

$17,995

Black/Tan,
Chrome Wheels, 52K Miles

$21,995

2009 Cadillac
SRX

2006 Cadillac
STS

V-6, White/Beige, NAVI,
Sunroof, Like New

$17,995

2006 Saab 9.3

2008 Chevy
Malibu LTZ

2006 Cadillac
CTS

$19,995

$20,995

White Leather, Lots of
Chrome, 6,738 Miles

2007 Saab 9.3

AREO Conv., Red/Tan,
Chrome Wheels, Cert.

Conv., White/Beige
19” Chrome Wheels, Cert.

$23,995

$24,995

$29,995

$31,995

$34,995

Red, Lux II, Lots of
Chrome, Vogue Tyres, 16K
Miles Cert.

2007 Cadillac
ESV

NAVI, Dual DVDs, 22”
Wheels, Loaded, Cert.
2 in stock from

2006 Land Rover

$37,995

$38,995

$39,995

DIMMITT

Call Mike Hughes

727-450-7446

$27,995

2008 Cadillac
CTS

2009 Cadillac
DTS

Paint Seal, Interior Leather Protection & Carpet

Black/Black, NAVI,
3rd Row Chrome Wheels,
28K Miles Cert.

2007 Landrover
LR-3

White/Tan, Sunroof,
NAVI, 18K Miles

FREE Environmental Package
with Pre-Owned Purchase $399 Value!

2007 Cadillac
SRX

2007 Lexus
ES350

Red/Beige, Full Power
Cert.

$28,995

Silver/Gray, NAVI,
26K Miles Cert.

V-8 SE, Silver/Black,
Sunroof, Loaded

Range Rover,
Sport Super Charged,
NAVI, 34K Miles

DI, Sunroof, NAVI,
11K Miles, Cert.

2008 Cadillac
EXT

Black/Tan, NAVI, Sunroof,
22” Wheels, Power Boards,
12K Miles Cert.

$49,995

Certified Pre-Owned Cadillac Advantage:

6-yr./100K MI. Limited Warranty Coverage • Meets Mechanical &
Appearance Cert. Standards • All Applicable Cadillac Ownr Privileges

25191 US 19 North • Clearwater
www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: M-Th 8:30 AM - 7 PM
Fri 8:30 AM - 6 PM • Sat 9:00 AM - 5 PM
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Clothes To Kids St. Petersburg
Has Urgent Need For Volunteers

Clothes To Kids (CTK) is a
not-for-profit organization that
provides free new and gently
used clothing to low-income
Pinellas County school children.
CTK’s new St. Petersburg
“store,” located at 3251 3rd Ave
North, Suite 145, is slated to
open very soon. To get this new
location ready to start serving
children, CTK has an urgent,
immediate need for volunteers!
Clothes To Kids delivers
FREE wardrobes of clothing to
children in Pinellas County who
are financially disadvantaged or
in crisis. The new St. Petersburg
store will make CTK’s services
more accessible to the more than
30,000 eligible children who
reside in the southern part of
Pinellas County.
Volunteers are urgently
needed to help CTK get this new
store open! Among the most
urgent needs are volunteers to

help with sorting donated
clothing items, tagging and
hanging clothing inventory and
stocking the racks on the CTK
showroom floor. Throughout the
coming weeks, the most critical
volunteer needs will be between
9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, with occasional
evening and Saturday shifts
available.
Clothes To Kids is actively
seeking both adult and teen volunteers (9th grade and up).
Clothes To Kids is an approved
Community Agency for Pinellas
County Student Community
Service Projects (Bright Futures
Scholarships, CAS hours, et
cetera). To volunteer, or for more
information, contact CTK
Program Director Shannon
Skipper at (727) 365-9558 or
Shannon@ClothesToKids.org.
Please Note: The new
Clothes To Kids St. Petersburg

store is not yet accepting
appointments for shoppers. The
organization hopes to begin
serving shoppers by appointment
in late November 2009.
Since its inception in 2003,
Clothes To Kids has served
children throughout Pinellas
County via a single service
location in northern Pinellas
County. In September of 2008,
the CTK Board of Directors
voted to approve a plan to open a
second CTK location in the
southern part of Pinellas County
to make CTK more accessible to
children and families who reside
south of Ulmerton Road.
Clothes To Kids St.
Petersburg is a Signature Project
of the Junior League of St.
Petersburg (www.JLSTP.org)
CTK and the Junior League of
St. Petersburg share a commitment to improving the lives of
children in the community.

VII Annual International
Family Festival And
Community Service Expo

PINELLAS PARK – On
Saturday, Nov. 7, 11 a.m. to 5
p.m., Las Pisadas Del Maestro
church will host its VII
International Family Festival and
Community Service Expo, at
3400 74 Ave. N., Pinellas Park.
This is one of the largest, free
events in the area. In 2008, it
brought more than 5,000 visitors.
This year’s featured performers

will be renowned artists Santos
Romero, Meta4, El Profeta, 180
IMPACT, Sicily, Daniel Romero,
Mesiánico, and the humorous
Las Tres Chifladas.
Thanks to the generosity of
the community, there will be distribution of free school supplies
for children, basic medical
exams, clowns for children, face
painting, prizes and much more.

Also Food Kiosks will be having
a variety of ethnic foods at the
event.
To add to the festivities,
many public and private service
organizations from the Tampa
Bay area will provide information about their programs and
services. Come join the music,
camaraderie and fun. For information, call (727) 687-7034.

Honors Program Presents Talk
With Torture Recovery Expert

ST. PETERSBURG - Dr.
Michael Grodin will discuss his
experience treating survivors of
torture and refugee trauma during
a free lecture at USF St.
Petersburg.
Dr. Grodin founded the
Boston Center for Refugee
Health and Human Right and is
an expert in the treatment of
victims of torture. Blending
Eastern and Western medicine, he
successfully treated several

Tibetan monks who were imprisoned and tortured by the Chinese
government.
Presented by the Harry J.
Schaleman Honors Program
Colloquium, the lecture begins at
6:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 12 in
the Campus Activities Center.
Complimentary
parking
is
available in the USFSP Parking
Garage, at 250 5th Ave S.
Dr. Grodin teaches at the
Boston University School of

Public Health and the Boston
University School of Medicine.
He is also the author of a number
of books and articles on medicine,
health, and human rights. He is
also the co-editor of The Nazi
Doctors and the Nuremberg Code
(Oxford University Press). He is
currently working on two book
projects: one on the trial of the
notorious Dr. Joseph Mengele;
the other on the postwar lives of
Holocaust survivors.

COMPANION PLANS

Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

Request for Qualifications
Daystar Life Center, Inc., 226 6th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
requires the services of a licensed interior architect for
the purpose of preparing long term plans to improve the efficiency of the agency.
BID SPECIFICATION – SCOPE OF WORK
Prepare long term plans that will improve the efficiency of the agency.
The successful bidder will need to develop a knowledge of the agency’s services and available space.
Propose multiple plans at least one of which will include additional space to alleviate current congestion.
We envision a tiered implementation plan where simple, inexpensive steps could be implemented first.
Provide schematic and preliminary design and construction documents
including updated electrical and HVAC designs to support the renovated space.
Bidders may obtain additional information by
contacting Jane Walker, Director, Daystar Life Center at (727) 894-5323 before November 18, 2009
A public bid opening will take place immediately following the receipt of bids on November 18, 2009 at 8:30 a.m.

Gantt
Report
THE

BY LUCIUS GANTT

It’s 2009, almost 2010, and times are hard.
Times are tough for almost everybody, almost
everywhere.
Tough times are inevitably accompanied by
tough situations.
When problems arise in our lives, in our
families, in our communities, in our careers, in
our finances and in other places, oftentimes we
call on our friends for assistance.
Husbands and wives call on their spouses,
brothers and sisters call on their siblings , church
folk call on their pastors or members of their congregations, school kids call on their classmates,
frat boys call on their fraternity brothers sorority
girls call on their sorority sisters, pimps call on
their Hos, junkies call on their dope dealers and
so on and so forth.
When we call on our friends, we are likely to
get responses like, “I’m with you sister girl” or “I
got your back man”.
But how many of your friends, family
members and loved ones are “down for life”?
Not many!
At the Last Supper that Jesus Christ had with
his Disciples, Jesus said one of his friends and
followers would betray him. One by one, each
Disciple asked, “Is it I?”
Well, the dirty, low down lying fake Disciple
that had already snitched on Jesus pretended he
was not the betrayer of Jesus.
If you live long enough, the same type of
thing will happen to you! Someone you love will
not love you. Someone you helped will not help
you. Some people, some groups and some
organizations that you supported, stood up for
and spoke out for will not do the same for you.
The people in the world that do the most for
the people they love will be the ones that are
betrayed the most!
Those of us that help politicians the most,

contribute the most, sign the most petitions and
pass out the most flyers and brochures may be
the ones rejected the most by elected officials.
Most black elected officials get the highest
percentages of black votes, they get the most
financial contributions from black contributors
and they get the most love and support from
black community members.
But when it comes time to support those that
support them, what do they do? Do they propose
legislation, sponsor bills or vote on issues that are
supported by black people or do they vote the
way that Democratic, Republican or white
political leaders tell them to vote?
Does your community’s political representatives spend campaign money with black political
professionals or black community businesses or
do they rush to give all of the dollars they can to
white consultants, white printers, white call
centers, white mailers, and white campaign
managers?
There will be hundreds of black candidates
seeking office in every state in the 2010
elections. Are you going to support your
candidate of choice just because they may be
black or will you finally begin to support the candidates that support you, before, during, and after
the election?
Time will tell. Time will tell, if black voters
believe that black candidates are qualified to
serve as public servants. But will black candidates, including the President and other candidates and elected officials, ever believe that there
are black people that are qualified to work on
political campaigns and earn some of the billions
of dollars that will be spent on elections now and
in 2010? (Buy Gantt's book “Beast Too: Dead
Man Writing” or contact Lucius at www.allworldconsultants.net)

SE Premiere Of 100 Saints You
Should Know Opens Nov. 12
TAMPA – The upcoming
production of the School of
Theatre & Dance, Kate
Fodor’s 100 Saints You Should
Kn o w, i s t h e S o u t h e a s t
premiere of this “play about
human longing.” Developed at
the Steppenwolf Theater
Company of Chicago, and
given its world premiere prod u c t i o n a t N e w Yo r k ’s
Playwrights Horizons in 2007,
this poignant, sometimes
humorous, look at five very
different people grappling with
questions of faith, meaning
and desire provides a potent
vehicle for an intrepid
company of actors. The play
contains adult themes,
l a n g u a g e , a n d n u d i t y.
Performances are Nov. 12-14
and 18-21 at 8 p.m., with 3
p.m. matinees on Nov. 15 and
22. Tickets and information
may be found at the College of
The Arts box office by calling
813-974-2323 or online at
www.arts.usf.edu.
There will be two opportunities for audience members to
speak with artists involved in
the production. A talkback
with the actors and director
will follow the Nov. 14 performance, while on Nov. 19,
the playwright will attend the
performance and anchor a
question and answer session
following the show. Her take

on the work is simple: “The
play is really about two people:
a priest and the woman who
cleans the rectory … and her
journey toward faith and his
away from it.”
The genesis of the play,
according to Fodor, came in a
roundabout fashion. “I started
with, a long time ago, reading
something…in which a priest
happened to mention his
cleaning lady. And I thought.
what an interesting job to be a
priest’s cleaning lady and sort
of have a window into the
intimate details. Initially, I
heard these two voices, I sort
of heard the priest’s voice, I
heard the cleaning lady’s
voice, and I knew that they had
a lot to do with each other. I
knew that the play centered,
somehow, around their interactions. But oddly, I didn’t hear
them talking to each other, I
sort of saw them in their,
s e e m i n g l y, v e r y s e p a r a t e
spheres.”
TheatreUSF faculty
member and director Kerry
Glamsch sees the play as a
quest to bring out “what is
inside of us.” He found 100
Saints while searching for
something to direct that was
“light, filled with hope, optimistic, but which was not a
comedy or a musical.” In
attempting to get at the essence

of the play, he finds particularly apt a quotation from the
apocryphal Gospel of Thomas:
“If you bring forth what is
within you, what you bring
forth will save you. If you do
not bring forth what is within
you, what you do not bring
forth will destroy you.”
According to Glamsch, “the
constant standing of the play is
that salvation lies in dealing
with what’s in front of you. If
these people look at what’s in
front of them, if they recognize
divinity in the other, then they
have a chance for redemption.”
Amanda Williams, a senior
in the Bachelor of Fine Arts
theatre design program, has
created the set for the production. The guiding idea for the
set design is that, “these people
are fragmented, like stained
glass, and the set reflects that,
with a different look for the
part of the set that corresponds
to each different character.”
Two members of the theatre
design faculty, G.B. Stephens
and Marilyn Bertch, designed
the lighting and costumes,
respectively. Completing the
production’s artistic staff is
guest choreographer Lynn
Marie Ruse, who created short
dance pieces that are interspersed in and among the
scenes of the play.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Parenting
Privilege

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

BY GREGORY JOHNSON,
PRESIDENT AND CEO
PINELLAS COUNTY URBAN LEAGUE

Thanksgiving Everyday
Soon we will be celebrating Thanksgiving in most
homes and enjoying a special meal with family and friends.
It is a special occasion for many because it is connected to
the founding of America and a whole host of additional
accolades with which we are all familiar.
In thinking of the actual event, I am drawn to the unique
idea of families sitting down together to eat food and have
some form of conversation in millions of households
throughout America. I can’t help but think of how RARE
this occasion is in this 21st Century of rush where we do not
have enough time to do much together.
Parenting and family are highlighted on this day for
most in America; when our roots tell us that breaking bread
together was the normal civil family expectation every day.
Our ancestry would suggest that before the Mayflower, we
as a people, would have community or tribal feasts on a
regular basis. While there are those of us that look upon
how our people may have lived as primitive or savage, in
reality the true behaviors exhibited on a daily basis were
principles and practices steeped in tradition and values.
Celebrating a good hunt, an accepted relationship or
engagement, a new birth, the changing of the seasons, and
much more were and are normal community celebrations;
where families and friends join together in feast to acknowledge most things or events connected to life and the quality
of life. The message is that we should not limit ourselves to
a day of Thanksgiving; we might consider celebrating the
love of family on a regular basis.
The challenge is the 21st Century model where we
seldom sit together as a family. We hardly ever sit at the

dining room table together because everyone in the
household either prepares their own space or would retreat
to their favorite sitting chair. This chair may be in front of
the television or in their respective bedroom, but not at the
dinner table. All too often, we find Mom sitting at the
dinner table alone or with one of the younger children
because they don’t have the freedom of the older children or
adults. We need to bring back family prayers at the dinner
table, to acknowledge the family as a whole as well as assist
each other with some of the issues discussed.
What’s wrong with the current way we do things? The
main issue might be that we really don’t know each other in
our own household. We seldom have a conversation about
what may have happened in the daily life of family
members. We seldom share in preparing the meal or
cleaning up following the meal. The fast food businesses
have a tendency to feed into this challenge of eating
together. So often, we call a family member and ask them to
pick something up on the way home. Upon arrival,
everyone reaches for what they ordered and retreat to their
personal area of comfort.
Participating in sharing at the dinner table on a more
frequent basis is a large part of our ancestry. Sure, we have
jobs that bring us home at different times. Yes, we have after
school activities that bring us home at different times.
However, there are seven days in a week and we need to find
time somewhere to demonstrate THANKSGIVING for the
benefits of keeping our family whole and strong.
We all need it!

Eta Rho Chapter Welcomes
Achievement Week Speaker
37th. Grand Basileus, George H. Grace
BY TOM PACKER
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG – Eta
Rho Chapter of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity invites the public to
its annual Achievement Week
Program Nov. 15, at Stewart
Isom Memorial CME Church.
The doors will open at 4:00 p.m.
This year’s program has the
special honor of presenting
Brother George H. Grace, the
Immediate Past Grand Basileus
(President) of the International
Fraternity. Brother Grace, orig-

inally from Bartow, FL, entered
Tuskegee University in 1967 on
a football scholarship and was
the captain from 1967 to 1970.
After
graduation,
he
worked as a production supervisor for General Motors in
Pontiac, Michigan. He recently
retired as an Executive
Manager from BellSouth. As
Grand Basileus, Brother Grace
focused on changing the
economic plight of minorities
through
better
education,
greater involvement in the
political process, and early
training in economics and

money management.
With his vision, the fraternity adopted as it’s theme:
E co n o m i c E m p o werm en t ,
leading to Social and Political
Change. Ebony Magazine recognized him for being one of
the 100 most influential black
Americans.
Eta Rho Chapter is pleased
to bring to the Tampa Bay area
this dynamic speaker and
orator.
(Stewart Isom Memorial
CME Church located at 1820
Walton St. S. St. Petersburg,
FL)

Friday, Nov 6 - Get Downtown Music Series, Central Ave.
btwn. 2nd and 3rd St. 5:30 to 10 p.m. Get downtown and
get down with the fun. Join us for great jazz, a lively crowd
and all the fun you can handle, right in the heart of
downtown. www.breakfastoptimist.org or 727-393-3597.
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 7-8 - Historic Roser Park Art
Festival, Roser Park Dr. Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sun. 10
am. to 4 p.m. Enjoy and arts and crafts festival in one of the
most historic neighborhoods in St. Petersburg.
www.roserpark.net or 727-822-7582.

Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 7-8 - Art Arbor Festival, Boyd
Hill Nature Preserve, 1101 Country Club Way S. 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. A wonderful arts and crafts festival, this community
oriented event is the primary source of income for the
Friends of Boyd Hill Nature Preserve, Inc., a non-profit
organization providing volunteer assistance and financial
support to the preserve. The Art Arbor Festival combines
visual art and crafts with music and environmental exhibits,
and offers opportunities for the public to learn about the
preserve. See the Green Stage and Wildlife Shows along
with the Music Stage. www.artarborfestival.com
Thursday, Nov. 12 - A Night of Unity: Saving the Children
of our Community, Dr. Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S. 5:30 to 8 p.m. The
Heart Gallery's Ephesians Project Committee, the St.
Petersburg Chapter of Links, Inc. and the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American Museum invite you to join us
for A Night of Unity. Refreshments will be served. RSVP by
email info@heartgallerykids.org or call 727-562-5654,
www.woodsonmuseum.org.

George H. Grace

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD

CLASSIFIED

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

H E L P WA N T E D - I N D E P E N D E N T A D V E R T I S I N G
REPRESENTATIVES - The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is currently seeking success motivated self-starters with the desire to
grow in the fast paced field of marketing. Candidates requires
excellent organizational skills, must be a team player with a can-do
attitude. Sales representatives are also responsible for developing
sales tools, promotional plans, and media kits, which they use to
help make the sale. Successful sales experience and the ability to
communicate effectively. Courses in marketing, leadership, communication, business, and advertising are helpful. To apply forward
resume by email to generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com.
For additional information call 727-896-2922. Performance-based
commissions and bonuses. Equal Opportunity Employer.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

On February 17, 2009, the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA), was signed into law. ARRA includes
key provisions that impact individuals and
families. The bulk of the tax provisions affect
tax year 2009 – individual tax returns due April
15, 2010 and tax year 2010 – individual tax
returns due April 15, 2011.
The IRS continues to work diligently to
implement the various tax-related provisions of
ARRA as quickly as possible. As soon as
guidance becomes available, it is being posted
on www.irs.gov. Forms and publications can be
found on the Web site. For a free paper copy of
forms or publications, please call 1-800-8293676 (1-800-TAX-FORM). For questions about
the tax benefits included in the new economic
recovery legislation, call 1-800-829-1040 or
visit www.irs.gov/recovery.
FREE TAX RETURN ASSISTANCE
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA)
sites offer free tax return preparation to individuals and families with incomes under $49,000.
This free service will ensure that eligible
taxpayers receive all credits and benefits to
which they are entitled under the new legislation.
The following is an overview of some of the
key ARRA provisions affecting individual
taxpayers.
Making Work Pay Tax Credit:
For 2009 and 2010, the Making Work Pay
provision of ARRA will provide a refundable
tax credit of up to $400 for working individuals
and $800 for married taxpayers filing joint
returns.
This tax credit is calculated at a rate of 6.2
percent of earned income and will phase out for
taxpayers with modified adjusted gross income
in excess of $75,000 or $150,000 for married

By
Cherin L. Stover

couples filing jointly.
The credit is available to both employees
and self-employed individuals.
To be eligible for the credit, taxpayers must
have a valid Social Security Number (SSN).
In the case of a joint filer, a valid SSN is
required for one of the taxpayers.
Taxpayers who can be claimed as a
dependent on someone else’s tax return and nonresident aliens are NOT eligible for the credit.
Most wage earners will benefit immediately
with a larger paycheck as a result of the changes
made to the federal income tax withholding
tables to implement the Making Work Pay tax
credit.
The amount of the credit still must be
claimed on the individual’s 2009 and 2010
income tax returns.
Taxpayers who do not have taxes withheld
by an employer during the year can claim the
credit on their tax return.
CAUTION: Employees do not have to
submit a Form W-4, Employee Withholding
Certificate, to get the automatic withholding
change. However, some people may find that the
changes built into the withholding tables result
in less tax being withheld than they prefer.
These include: taxpayers who are not eligible
for the Making Work Pay tax credit; taxpayers
who have more than one job; or married couples
whose combined income place them in a high
tax bracket.
To avoid under withholding, these
employees may claim fewer withholding
allowances on Form W-4 or request an additional amount to be withheld. For additional help,
employees can obtain Publication 919, How do I
Adjust My Tax Withholding? or visit the IRS
Web site at www.irs.gov and use the
“Withholding Calculator”.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

Who says you can’t get a break these days?
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
may give you the break you are looking for . . .
Tax Benefits, Credits and Other Information - Part I
Economic Recovery Payment:
The Economic Recovery Payment is a onetime payment in 2009 of $250.
It will be paid to recipients of certain
benefits administered by the Social Security
Administration, Department of Veterans Affairs,
and Railroad Retirement Board.
Individuals DO NOT have to file a tax return
to get this payment.
This payment is not included in taxable
income, but it reduces any Making Work Pay tax
credit.
The IRS does not make this payment.
Individuals who may qualify for the economic
recovery payment should contact their respective agency for more information.
Special Credit for Certain Government
Retirees:
A one-time refundable credit of $250 is
available in 2009 for certain government
retirees who receive a pension from work and
are not covered by Social Security.
This one-time credit is taken on the 2009
return filed in 2010 and is a reduction to any
Making Work Pay tax credit.
First-time Homebuyer Credit Amended:
This ARRA provision extends the existing
homebuyer credit for qualifying home
purchases to purchases before December 1,
2009.
For purchases in 2009, taxpayers can qualify
for a refundable credit of 10 percent of the
purchase price up to $8,000 ($4,000 for
taxpayers who are married filing separately).
Generally, you do not have to repay the
credit for qualifying home purchases after
December 31, 2008, and before December 1,
2009, provided the home remains your main
home for 36 months after the purchase date.
The amount of the credit begins to phase out

for taxpayers whose modified adjusted gross
income is more than $75,000 or $150,000 for
taxpayers who are married and file a joint return.
For purposes of the credit, you are considered to be a first-time homebuyer if you, or your
spouse if you are married, did not own any other
main home during the three-year period ending
on the date of purchase.
Special Tax Break for Purchase of a New
Vehicle:
For 2009, there is an additional deduction
for state and local sales and excise tax on the
purchase of qualified motor vehicles.
A qualified motor vehicle must be new and
includes a passenger automobile or light truck, a
motorcycle or a motor home.
Taxes and fees paid on vehicles purchased
before February 17, 2009 are not eligible for this
special deduction.
The deduction is limited to the eligible taxes
and fees paid on the first $49,500 of the
purchase price of the vehicle
The deduction phases out for taxpayers with
modified adjusted gross income of more than
$125,000 ($250,000 on a joint return).
The deduction is available to taxpayers who
claim the standard deduction as well as to
taxpayers who itemize deductions on Schedule
A (Form 1040).
Temporary Increase in Earned Income
Tax Credit:
For tax years 2009 and 2010, ARRA temporarily increases the income limits and earned
income tax credit percentage allowed for
working families with three or more qualifying
children.
To be continued in next week’s edition
of The Weekly Challenger!
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“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

Catch A Break

Donald Leon
Campbell Sr.

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

Donald Leon Campbell,
Sr. was born to the late Sidney
Sr. and Viola Campbell on
O ct ober 20, 1934, i n S t .
Petersburg, Florida. He
departed this life on October
23, 2009.
He leaves to cherish his
mem or i es, devot ed wi f e,
Bonitta; loving son, Donald
Jr.; step-grandson, Donavaun;
brothers, Martin, Alphonso
and Lester; sister-in-laws,
Kathryn, Shirley and Donna;
mother-in law, Isolyn; and a
h ost of ni eces, nephews,
numerous cousins, godchildren, other relatives, and
friends.
MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

Lillie Mae Lee
Lillie Mae Lee was born
to the late Charlie and Estella
Thomas on October 6, 1945,
in Madison, Florida. She
departed this life on October
26, 2009.
She leaves to cherish her
memories, three sisters, Ellen
Roberts, Estella Reid and
Juanita Mincey; one brother,
Don Thomas (Judy); four
sons, Curtis Lee, Harold Lee,
Wyndell Lee (Amber) and
Kevin Lee; eight grandchildren, three great-grandchildren and a host of other
relatives and friends.
MCRAE FUNERAL HOME

Missionary Kovetta
Nelson

Kovetta Nelson was born
to the late Annie Bell and
Sylvester Nelson on August
27, 1954, in St. Petersburg,
Florida. She departed this life
on October 19, 2009.
She leaves to cherish her
memories,
her
children,
Ursula Caldwell (Herbert),
Kena Battle, Alfred Battle, Jr.
and Cameron Battle; 11
grandchildren, one greatgrandchild; five sisters, Annie
Jean
Johnson
(Charles),
Sylvia Bable, Janis Nelson,
Brenda Brown (King) and her
twin, Arvilla Freeman; several
nieces and nephews;
caregiver, Patricia Bailey
Neal, Monica Neal-Brown,
and Sydni Neal-Hopgood; and
other sorrowing relatives and
friends.
MCRAE FUNERAL HOME
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ECK ERD

continued from front page

Christian based college would
destroy the school.
On September 16, 1958, the
Florida Legislature granted the
charter for Florida Presbyterian
College and in 1960 they opened
their doors to a newly gathered
freshmen class. Several miles
away to the north, a year prior to
Florida Presbyterian opening,
Gibbs Jr. College opened its doors
to accommodate the many blacks
seeking higher education who
were not allowed to attend the
white institutions even though legislation stated otherwise. Unlike
Florida Presbyterian College who
would break ground for a new
facility Gibbs Jr. College shared
space with the high school
allowing the college students to
attend classes in the evenings.
“Gibbs Jr. College was a
Godsend,” said Bertha Martin,
formerly Bertha Gordon, 68.
“There were so many of us from
families that could not afford to
send us away to school, but we still
wanted a college education, so
when Gibbs opened and there was
even some financial aid to help
with room and board we came
from all over the state and some
even came from out of the state to
attend.”
Martin and eight other young
ladies lived in a home with Mrs.
Williams who treated them like
family. “I don’t remember Mrs.
Williams first name but I do know
we had our meals there, slept there
and lived like family. There were
girls from Apopka, Clewiston, and
Ft. Lauderdale in that house at the
time.”
According to Walter L.
Smith’s book, “The Magnificent
Twelve: Florida’s Black Junior
Colleges”, young black men and
women came from miles away to
attend the school. “There were
students from 46 counties in
Florida, nine other states and the
District of Columbia. There were
also students from Africa, the
Bahamas, and the Virgin Islands.”
Many had never been out of their
small towns and most were not
sure where they would live when
they arrived in St. Petersburg.
“My mother rented a room to
students from out of town,”
remembered Betty Hayward, 70,
one of the Gibbs founding

ELECTION

continued from front page

Developer Larry Newsome
Question: How do you view
this victory in the big scheme of
things?
Answer: “I’m happy it turned
out the way it did. It’s an affirmation of current City policy – that
we’re moving in the right
direction.”
Newly elected Councilman
Jim Kennedy
Question: Were you surprised
that you won and what are your
first steps now that you’re back in
office?
Answer: “I’m not surprised by
the results. I’m humbled by the
results. I look forward to getting
back to work. This campaign has
definitely been an educational
process. My first action is to prioritize a new set of business items to
introduce to my colleagues on the
Council, including a move to
designate the Midtown CRAs as
Ta x I ncr em ent F inancing
Districts.”
Obama Organizer Ella Coffee
Q ues tion: What a re the
important lessons from this
election and are you disappointed
that Ford didn’t win?

freshmen class members. “Many
people opened their homes and
rented out spare rooms to students
to gain a little extra money for the
household and to help the arriving
students who otherwise would not
have anywhere to live.”
Howard Kennedy and his
sister Jacqueline Kennedy Wiggins
were two out of town students in
need of housing when they arrived
to study at Gibbs. Both of these
Fernandina
Beach,
Florida,
residents had received scholarships
to attend Gibbs.
“I lived with several other
Gibbs male students in a garage
apartment,” said Kennedy, 68. “It
was a way of life at the time and we
just did what we had to do so we
could go to school. It didn’t matter
that none of us knew each other or
that we had to share facilities. We
were just glad to have a place to lay
our heads at night.”
Black families were not the
only ones providing housing for
students. “Some students lived
with white families and did
childcare, housekeeping and
cooking to earn room and board,”
said 65 year old Mary Lawrence
Johnson, who said she never
attended Gibbs but was very aware
of how things were done in the
early 60s.
While Johnson and a few
others were able to leave St.
Petersburg to attend college,
hundreds of young people with
new ideals and a hope for a better
tomorrow were making their way
to St. Petersburg to attend the black
Junior College with the pristine
reputation that hopefully would
change their plight.
Once settled into the city many
of the students soon learned the
same Jim Crow laws that dictated
how they lived and navigated the
world in their own towns were still
in affect in St. Petersburg.
“I can remember being in
downtown St. Petersburg and
seeing these young protesters in
front of the white only Central
movie thea te r, ” s ai d M ary
Johnson. “I was mesmerized
watching them walk peacefully
with their signs while being
taunted by white onlookers. They
never wavered. They all stayed in
formation, with signs in hand
looking straight ahead even when
the watching crowd started to
throw water on them. Howard
Kennedy was part of that demon-

stration that day.”
Johnson recently got an opportunity to personally share her
memories of that day with Howard
Kennedy and to thank him for his
participation in that protest many
years ago.
“There was an invisible ghost
over the black community that
paralyzed blacks,” shared Johnson
who completed her studies and
became a registered nurse, “we
knew about the whites only facilities and all the other rules and regulations tied to Jim Crow, but there
was a greater force that caused
mental constraints on local blacks
that was more restraining than any
Jim Crow law. It was as if we
knew our place and we stayed
there, so for me to be a little kid and
see these young people, welldressed, organized, peaceful
standing up for the rights of all of
us I was absolutely amazed and
very proud. I just couldn’t believe
it.”
Johnson later went away to
college and stayed away for many
years only coming back to St.
Petersburg to visit family. My
husband and I moved back in 1981
when we were ready to retire.
The protest that Johnson
witnessed was organized by then
NAACP president, Leon Cox, Jr.,
who like other NAACP leaders,
received a directive after the
Brown v. Board of Education legislation passed to put a lot of effort
and energy into integrating lunch
counters, movie theaters and
schools.
“Mr. Cox was a great leader,”
said Howard Kennedy, “and when
he was president of the NAACP
many of us who attended the Jr.
College were members of the
NAACP youth council. I was
president of the youth council at
the time. We knew the racial
climate was changing and that we
had an opportunity to take part in
making a difference in St.
Petersburg and the country and we
jumped at the opportunity. I always
felt like I owed it to my community
to do whatever I could to make a
difference. It was this mindset that
helped me make the decision to
turn down a full scholarship to
Bethune Cookman College.”

Answer: “This election
proved – like any other – that the
ground game is important. Karl
Nurse was determined that we
would touch voters. We learned
that from the Obama campaign –
that talking to people and
knocking on doors and getting out
to see folks is vital. Where do we
go from here as Progressives? The
folks who worked for Kornell and
Nurse, we have to start in the
morning organizing people to keep
working for progress.”
Newly re-elected Councilman
Jeff Danner
Question: What do the results
say about where our City stands?
Answer: “The results mean
that people are generally satisfied
with the direction of our City.
There is always room for change
and innovation. It’s tough times for
a lot of people and we’ve got to get
through it – together.”
Activist Momma Tee Lassier
Question: What do you think,
Momma Tee?
Answer: “I knew it all along.
Now, it’s time to go to work.”
Businessowner Ron Gofrank
Question: Did you support
Foster?
Answer: “Yes, I cut him a
check. Both of these candidates
have a considerable history of

working to the benefit of the
community. Now that voters have
spoken, we stand with Bill Foster
to help him move our City
forward.”
Newly elected Councilman
Karl Nurse
Question: How do you feel
about your win?
Answer: “I’m honored by the
confidence of the voters and will
do my best to earn it. Voters
responded to our efforts on the
economic front and we’ll continue
to work hard on concrete initiatives through tough times.”
Mayor Elect Bill Foster
Question: Your remarks, Sir?
And what are your first steps?
“We held firm to the same
priority throughout this race – our
commitment to a seamless and
sustainable community. Now it’s
time to go to work with a strong
transition team dedicated to
moving us forward in public
safety, housing, job creation and
all the areas we discussed during
the campaign. My message was
the same on the northside as it was
in Midtown. I’ve promised to put
resources in areas with the greatest
need, and we’re going to do that.
And I hope to take a day off to
spend with my family (smile).”

To be continued in
next week’s edition of
The Weekly Challenger!
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ENTERTAINMENT

Listen To The Fiddler Swing!
Every once in awhile, a
good musician is thought to
have been “discovered.”
While all the while, they have
been in our midsts for quite
some time. Sometimes this
happens if you haven’t been
traveling in the same musical
circles. In my case, it was
because I just hadn’t given
much thought to the “jazz
violin.” Sure, during the years,
there have been several good
jazz violinists, such as Stuffy
Smith, but to find one here in
S t . P e t e r s b u rg j u s t i s n ’t
something that happens every
day.
Well, allow me to tell you
about a jazz violinist who I
(sic) “discovered” two weeks
ago performing at the
Hi d e a w a y C a f é , C e n t r a l
Avenue, St. Petersburg. Her
name is Rebecca Zapen. A
month prior to my attending
Rebecca’s concert, my friend
Dr. Rob Rehnke mentioned
that it was absolutely a must
that I hear his daughter’s new
violin instructor play violin.
Without a doubt, he was certain
that Rebecca’s playing would
interest me to the extent that I
would want to promote her in
concert. Dr. Rehnke was so
persistent that I could hardly
wait until Rebecca’s upcoming
concert at the Hideaway Café.
Due to my anxiousness, the
days and weeks were passing
mighty slowly, but finally the
day arrived for me to at last
hear this violinist who my
friend Rob thought was simply
wonderful. Much to my satisfaction, Rebecca was all of
being “wonderful” and a bit
more. I discovered that she
was not only a versatile
violinist, but vocalist, guitar
and mandolin player as well.
Rebecca started off her first
set with an original tune
“Grandfather’s Song.” I liked
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it, but nothing that I would
deem to be “earth shattering.”
Rebecca must have read my
mind, because the next several
tunes completely captured my
interest, bringing me fully into
the moment. “Here Comes the
Sun”, “Quiet Nights”; another
original “I Am Fine”, and “500
Miles High” simply blew my
mind.
It is my personal
opinion that her vocals are on
the order of popular songstress
Norah Jones. Rebecca’s violin
playing was smokin’ hot and I
couldn’t resist letting out a
loud whistle at the end of
several of her tunes. Her take
on one of my old time favorites
“Nature Boy” was out-of-thisworld. I remember when the
great song stylist Nat “King”
Cole made it popular, and I
believe he would have been
impressed by the way Rebecca
handled the tune with such
feeling.
After the first set, I had an
opportunity to meet and chat
with Rebecca. She shared some
of her background with me. In
2008, she was voted
Jacksonville’s Musician of the
Year, and in August 2009
Tampa Bay Times Artist of the
Day. Rebecca has appeared as
jazz vocal soloist with the
Hollywood Philharmonic
Orchestra and Mandolin soloist
in Jacksonville Symphony
Orchestra’s production of
Mozart’s opera Don Giovanni.
Her festival appearances
include Jacksonville Jazz Fest
and the Django Fest North
West. She also shared with me
that she has done some TV
commercial work for Truvia
sweetener, and has had an
original song featured in a
national promotion for Crocs
Shoes.
Rebecca has also received
awards for being the winner of
Best Cabaret Album and Best

Cabaret Song in the JPF
Awards – 2009, a finalist in the
2007 DiscMakers’ Independent
Music World Series, Best
Music in the San Francisco
Seven Day Film Festival 2009,
Silver Medal of Excellence for
Best Use of Music in a Short
Film at the Park City Film
Music Festival – 2008.
During our conversation, I
learned that Rebecca comes by
her talent honestly since, her
grandparents played jazz guitar
and accordion, and her parents
are classical symphony
musicians.
Her influences
include Antonio Carlos Jobim,
Chet Baker, and Tierney
Sutton.
All of you jazz fans out
there should be on the lookout
for this extremely talented
musician. If ever you have the
opportunity to catch her in
concert, do yourself a big favor
and do so. You’ll be so glad
that you did. Meanwhile,
pu r c h a s e h e r C D a l b u m
“Hummingbird.” It contains
the hit tune I mentioned
“Nature Boy.” Also, on the
album you’ll find “Over the
Rainbow,” “I Fall In Love Too
Easily,” and Quiet Nights Of
Quiet Stars.”
It’s my honest belief that
you too will become an
immediate fan of Rebecca
Zaben.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have
any feedback? I would like to
hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at
JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL
33705.

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME
Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Browns Fans Say
Owner Has Dogged
Determination

BUCS
CORNER
Winless Bucs Turn To Rookie QB For Help

Josh Freeman

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) - Minutes after
the
winless Tampa
Bay
Buccaneers dispersed for a fourday, bye-week break, rookie
coach Raheem Morris was asked
how his players were holding up
under the strain of an 0-7 start.
“We actually talked about it
this morning. ... Going 0-7 didn't
start yesterday. It didn't start at
the beginning of the season when
we played Dallas. It started in
weight training. It started in OTA
days. It started in training camp,”
Morris said.
“Everything we've done to
this point is who we are. These
guys are holding up, but we've
got to do more than hold up. ...
Holding up got you to 0-7. We're
here to fight through, we're here
to power through, we're here to
be our best selves.”
When the struggling team
takes the field for its next game
on Nov. 8, it'll be clad in creamsicle uniforms and helmets
bearing a winking pirate logo
just like the old '76 Bucs, who

stumbled to an 0-14 record that
stood as the standard for NFL
futility until Detroit went 0-16 a
year ago.
Sitting on an 11-game skid
that's the franchise's longest
since Tampa Bay dropped a
league-record 26 straight during
its first two seasons, it's difficult
to not wonder whether the
current Bucs could wind up
winless, too.
Five of their seven losses
have been by double-digits, the
remaining schedule is difficult,
and now they're turning the
offense over to rookie quarterback Josh Freeman, the 17th pick
in this year's draft.
It's been three decades since
Doug Williams helped Tampa
Bay leave its ugly beginning
behind and reach the NFC championship game in 1979.
The ex-quarterback isn't
making any bold predictions
about Freeman, but he sees no
reason why the Bucs can't win
and soon with the 21-year-old
leading the way.
“We're in that position where
if we find a way to win one
game, you're going to win two
games,” said Williams, now the
Bucs' director of pro personnel.
“It's going to take the guys
believing that they can get it
done. No matter's who's at
running back, no matter who's at
quarterback. It's a matter of
whether or not you believe you
can win.”
Six of the remaining nine
games are against teams with
winning records, including two
with unbeaten NFC South rival
New Orleans. The three against
clubs that currently have losing

records are on the road.
But the schedule is the least
of the team's concerns.
The defense is a shell of the
unit that ranked among the best
in the league for more than a
decade before playing poorly
during an 0-4 December that cost
the Bucs a playoff spot after a 93 start last season.
The offense has sputtered
despite the offseason acquisition
of tight end Kellen Winslow and
running back Derrick Ward, in
part because of inconsistency at
quarterback _ first with veteran
Byron Leftwich starting, and
then with second-year pro Josh
Johnson.
Morris and general manager,
Mark Dominik, were hoping
Freeman would not have to play
as a rookie. At 0-7, no one is
expecting him to be a savior at
least not right away.
“He has to understand,
there's no pressure on him right
now. We're 0-7,” said Williams,
who was a first-round pick in
1978 and played right away.
“We're 0-7. But they gave
him the keys. They gave him the
car and it hadn't even been to the
car wash. He's got to take it to the
car wash. It's his job to clean it
up. And he can take time. He's
got the next nine weeks to clean
the tires and the rims and make it
sparkle.”
After sitting behind Leftwich
and Johnson for seven weeks,
Freeman thinks he's ready for the
challenge.
He made his pro debut last
week, playing two series in the
fourth quarter of a 35-7 loss to
the Patriots in London.
In his first practice as the

starter, he and the rest of the
team worked out in the
throwback helmets the Bucs will
wear when they resume the
season next week at home
against the Green Bay Packers.
“Obviously, it's something
that's very exciting to me. It's
something that I'm not taking
lightly,” Freeman said of taking
control of the huddle and officially becoming the face of the
franchise.
“I come out with a different
swagger, I guess, because I'm the
guy who's taking the majority of
the snaps, and I've got to go out
and radiate that type of deal or
that type of swagger, so my
teammates can catch on to it.”
Williams, who won a Super
Bowl with the Redskins late in
his career, likes the sound of that.
He thinks the Bucs have enough
players around Freeman “who
believe they can win and have
won” to help the rookie through
some of the growing pains that
are inevitable with a young quarterback. It starts with the
offensive line protecting him,
and Freeman realizing he needs
help to get the job done.
“We didn't intend to be 0-7,
and I'm sure if we were 4-3 Josh
would not have a chance to go to
the prom in the car. They'd drop
him off,” Williams said.
“But we're 0-7. It's a perfect
time for him. No pressure. It's no
different from Mariano Rivera
coming in the eighth inning with
a six-run lead. There's no
pressure. Throw strikes. That's
where he is right now. He has to
understand it and not put
pressure on himself.”

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

Mike Randall

BEREA, OH (AP) - Diehard Browns fan Mike Randall
made sure he put on his Sunday
best for his important meeting
with team owner Randy Lerner.
He wore a giant plastic dog
bone hat.
The season-ticket holder,
aka "Dawg Pound Mike," one
of the best known members of
Cleveland's rabid bleacher
section of fans, spent two hours
on Tuesday meeting with
Lerner, who stepped away
from a turbulent week and his
busy schedule for the visit.
Randall and his friend,
Tony Schafer, have been
encouraging others to stay out
of their seats for the opening
kickoff of Cleveland's next
home game on Nov. 16 to
protest the Browns' futility. The
fans were scheduled to spend
30 minutes with Lerner but
ended up staying much longer.
"It was great," Randall
said. "How many owners
would spend two hours
meeting with two fans? None."
Randall said Lerner was
receptive to their ideas for
improving the Browns' gameday experience at Cleveland
Browns Stadium and even
tossed out a few of his own.
Randall, who has met Lerner
several times, came away
impressed with the owner's
passion and determination to
get the Browns turned around.
"He's doing everything he
can to improve the Browns,"

The Bucs (0-7) will host the Green Bay Packers (4-3) Sunday Nov. 8th at 1:00 p.m.

Despite Win,
Dolphins Offense Needs Jump Start

Ted Ginn Jr.

BY STEVEN WINE

DAVIE, FL (AP) - With one
kickoff return, Ted Ginn Jr.
nearly matched the Miami
Dolphins' offensive yardage
total for the entire day; Good for
Ginn. Bad for the offense.
In a 30-25 victory Sunday
over the New York Jets, the
Dolphins netted only 104 yards
rushing and passing, the thirdlowest total in franchise history
and the worst since 1999.
Ginn totaled about as much
in a 14-second span, returning a
kickoff 100 yards for a
touchdown. Then he returned
the Jets' next kickoff 101 yards
for another score.

“He has that kind of strike
ability,” coach Tony Sparano
said Monday.
Ginn provided the kind of
big-play impact that has been
missing from the Dolphins'
offense.
The deficiency is easy to
overlook, because Miami has
scored at least 30 points in the
past four games, matching the
franchise's longest such streak.
The Dan Marino-led Dolphins
never scored at such a pace.
But the offense generated
only 10 points against the Jets
and has slipped to 23rd in the
NFL in yards. Miami ranks last
at 9.6 yards per completion.
Only five teams are giving up
sacks at a faster rate, and the five
wide receivers on the roster have
combined to score two touchdowns.
The Dolphins (3-4) know
they'll need more punch to stay
in the AFC East race. Kickoff
returns won't be enough Sunday
at division leader New England
(5-2).
The offense has relied
heavily on running backs
Ronnie Brown and Ricky

Williams, but opponents have
lately stymied the Dolphins with
eight-man fronts, daring them to
throw.
That tactic worked against
the Jets. The Dolphins were only
4 for 15 on third- and fourthdown conversions, and six times
they went three-and-out.
“We just need to get better
overall against an eight-man
front,” Henne said. “I don't think
overall we executed the running
game or the passing game. We
weren't converting on third
down. We got ourselves with
third-and-longs that we didn't
want to get ourselves into.”
Third-and-longs came about
in part because the Jets sacked
Henne six times for 60 yards in
losses. Henne has been sacked
14 times since taking over in
Week 3, and Sparano said his
young quarterback needs to
learn to throw the ball away.
“Sometimes you try to keep
the play alive just a split second
too long,” Sparano said.
“Sometimes throwing it into the
13th row is a good play.”
While wideouts totaled only
five catches for 33 yards,

Sparano estimated they were
open downfield about five times
when Henne was unable to get
the ball to them. Twice he was
sacked on sprintouts, and once
he overthrew Hartline when the
rookie was a step behind the
secondary.
Ginn played only 16 snaps
but worked himself open deep
too, Sparano said.
“He ran by those people two
times, and we just couldn't get
him the ball,” the coach said.
The sputtering offense goes
beyond the receivers and Henne.
Perhaps the biggest problem
against the Jets was in the line,
where there were plenty of
blocking breakdowns in both the
passing and running game.
“We were trying some
different things protection-wise,
and we couldn't hold up against
their defense,” guard Justin
Smiley said. “They did an
awesome job of bringing it to us.
They game-planned us on third
down and brought the heat. They
harassed Chad Henne, and we
have to do a better job this
week.”

Randall said. "He wants it to
happen -- now."
Lerner's meeting with the
fans came less than 24 hours
after general manager George
Kokinis was removed from his
job, the latest upheaval for a
franchise that has made the
playoffs just once since 1999
and is on its fourth head coach
in 10 years.
The camera-shy Lerner has
yet to address the circumstances surrounding Kokinis'
departure.
Randall said Lerner liked
the fans' idea for displaying
some of the team's championship banners and retired
jersey numbers inside the
stadium. Lerner also seemed
unaware of the strict security
measures in place at the
stadium, a zero-tolerance
policy that has upset some
Cleveland fans.
"He's a fan, just like us,"
Randall said. "He wants what's
best for Cleveland and I believe
him. He wants to win."
Randall said he and
Schafer are going forward with
the "Brown out" protest despite
their meeting with Lerner.
They will consider canceling it
if Lerner agrees to speak to
Browns fans, who walked out
by the thousands during the
second half of a recent home
loss to Green Bay.
Randall said he presented
Lerner with a quote from
Theodore Roosevelt that he felt
best summed up his desire to
have Browns fans heard.
"It says, 'In any moment of
decision, the best thing you can
do is the right thing, the next
best thing is the wrong thing,
and the worst thing you can do
is nothing,"' Randall said.
"Randy liked that. We're doing
something. So is he."

Chiefs Return
To Work, Possibly
With Smith At RB

BY DOUG TUCKER

KANSAS CITY, MO (AP)
With Larry Johnson out, the
Kansas City Chiefs are looking
at possiblities for a starting
running back for their game
against Jacksonville.
Johnson is serving a suspension for making gay slurs
and belittling head coach Todd
Haley. Presumably, that will
shift the running duties to
Jamaal Charles and Dantrell
Savage.
But another possibility
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may be third-year running
back Kolby Smith, who
underwent surgery on his right
knee last year. Smith has been
on the physically unable to
perform list but is eligible to
come off, and eager to do so.
Haley said Monday he has
been encouraged by the way
Smith has been looking in
practice.
Smith set a Chiefs rookie
record with 31 carries for 150
yards in his first start on Nov.
25, 2007, against Oakland.

NCAA Football
BCS Standings

Florida ................7-0
Alabama .............8-0
Texas ..................7-0
Iowa....................8-0
USC....................6-1
TCU....................7-0
Boise State..........7-0
Cincinnati ...........7-0
LSU ....................6-1
Oregon................6-1
Georgia Tech ......7-1
Penn State...........7-1
Virginia Tech ......5-2

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Oklahoma State ..6-1
Pittsburgh ...........7-1
Utah....................6-1
Ohio State...........6-2
Houston ..............6-1
Miami (FL).........5-2
Arizona...............5-2
West Virginia......6-1
South Carolina....6-2
Notre Dame ........5-2
California ...........5-2
Mississippi .........5-2
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Harold Washington Cultural
Center In Financial Jeopardy,
$1.4M Deadline This Week

FAMU Student Is
The First Recipient Of The
Tom Joyner Foundation
Scholar Of Honor Award

BY KATHY CHANEY
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE CHICAGO
DEFENDER

CHICAGO (NNPA) - Better
management of the Harold
Washington Cultural Center in
Bronzeville and improved
economic conditions in the area
could help the center become
prosperous should it emerge from
foreclosure,
residents
say.
Shorebank filed a foreclosure suit
seeking $1.3 million in August
against Tobacco Road Inc., the
nonprofit organization that
manages the beleaguered venue.
In March 2004, the bank issued
the organization a mortgage for
$1.4 million. The center was
given until Oct. 28 to resolve its
issues with the bank. Named
after the late Mayor Harold
Washington, the $19.5 million,
40,000-square-foot building that
boasts a broadcast and digital
media resource center, and radio
facilities, opened in August 2004.
It is on the southeast corner of
47th Street and King Drive and is
managed by Jimilita Tillman,
executive director of Tobacco
Road. She is one of former Ald.
Dorothy Tillman’s daughters.
Calls by the Defender seeking
comment on the HWCC went
unanswered.
The Harold Washington
Cultural Center has been hit by
all the directions of these tough
economic times. Corporate sponsorship has dwindled, artistic
grants have been cut, and event
rentals have been strained. Our
center is faced with a foreclosure
judgment when all we wanted to
do was catch our note up and pay
it forward. Our lending institution has called in the entire note
of 1.4 mil and won’t accept our
past due amount of 50k. “We

continue to offer free programs to
our youth and community
partners. We need our friends in
art, culture, spirit, sports, and the
entertainment community to step
up and save our jewel in the
African-American Community.”
While the violence and
neglect is being highlighted
nationally, our students are
crying to save our building...their
artistic home. “We have until
Oct. 27 to raise 1.5 million
dollars to keep our doors open
and our kids off the street. We
need a George Washington for
Harold Washington. Two million
hands strong together praying,
volunteering, donating to our
humble community cultural arts
center,” the letter continues.
The city invested $6.8
million in general obligation fund
bonding and has overseen $1
million in federal empowerment
zone grant funding to build the
HWCC. The grant expired a few
years ago but Tobacco Road is
obligated to make the financial
records available until the end of
this year and adhere to the grant’s
requirements, according to a
spokesman for the city’s Office
of Budget Management. The
center must hold at least 239 days
of events each year, however, an
audit of the o rg an i zat i o n
conducted last year by the city
found there were fewer than 100
days of events held at the center
between January 2005 and
August 2008. The center failed to
meet the requirements, said Pete
Scales, spokesman for the department. “I see little activity at the
cultural center. The location is
wanting for more pedestrian
traffic and the area needs
economic vitality to bring people
to the area. That vitality should
be in the form of quality businesses and not just liquor stores,

chicken joints and store after
store selling the same clothing
lines. As of now, the center is the
white elephant in an otherwise
economic desert,” said Mel
Cragwell, who lives in
Bronzeville. During previous
school years, students visited the
center to watch plays or participate in other education-related
events. The weekly half-hour
local educational quiz show
“Know Your Heritage” was taped
there and many Chicago Public
Schools graduations were held at
the center. This year, several
events were held at the center,
including a Youth Symposium
and comedy concert. Businesses
in the area include Blu 47 restaurant, comedy venue Jokes and
Notes and Spoken Word Cafe.
All are located in the 47th Street
Market Place building across the
street from HWCC.
Another area resident agreed
with Cragwell and suggested the
center’s management could use a
facelift. “It appears the center is
not being professionally run.
Maybe Tobacco Road Inc.,
should reconstitute its staff
because a long-range plan needs
to be put into effect in order to
make sure the center isn’t ever at
this point again,” said Susan
Ross. Ald. Pat Dowell said the
impending foreclosure suit is a
private transaction between
Tobacco Road and Shorebank.
The city has no involvement,
she said. “At this point we have a
close eye on how this will be
resolved. If foreclosure is the
result, the City of Chicago or a
private entity could acquire it.
But, options can’t be determined
until we know what’s been
reached between Shorebank and
Tobacco Road.”

Louisiana Losing Ground in
Availability of After School
Programs, Survey Finds

SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE LOUISIANA WEEKLY

NEW ORLEANS (NNPA) A new survey finds no progress in
participation in after school
programs by Louisiana youth over
the last five years; even though the
demand for after school programs
in Louisiana increased dramatically. The rate of participation in
after school programs dropped to
just 13 percent in 2009, trailing
the national average of 15 percent
– and a significant percentage of
the state’s children are still unsupervised each afternoon after the
school day ends.
According to the new study,
23 percent of the state’s school
children are on their own in the
afternoons, and another 15
percent are in the care of their
brothers or sisters. By comparison, 13 percent of Louisiana
school children are enrolled in
afterschool programs, down from
15 percent in 2004. In addition,

G EN ER AL

continued from front page

African-American woman to be
appointed surgeon general was
Vice Admiral M. Joycelyn
Elders, who was confirmed by

the parents of 52 percent of
children not already in afterschool
programs say they would enroll
their kids in a program if one were
available. Ninety percent of
Louisiana parents say they are
satisfied with the afterschool
program their children attend.
The Louisiana results can be
compared to the new America.
After 3 p.m., national findings:
The number and percentage of
children participating in afterschool programs in the nation has
increased significantly in the last
five years, with 8.4 million
children (15 percent) now participating. That compares with 6.5
million children in 2004 (11
percent). The number of children
left alone after the school day ends
also has risen, to 15.1 million
children (26 percent of school-age
children) in 2009. That is an
increase of 800,000 children since
2004. Thirty percent of middle
schoolers (3.7 million kids) are on
their own, as are four percent of

elementary school children (1.1
million children). The vast
majority of parents of children in
afterschool programs are satisfied
with the programs their children
attend, and overall public support
for afterschool programs is
similarly strong.
In conjunction with Lights On
Afterschool events across the
nation, the JCPenney Afterschool
Round-Up program will kick off
in JCPenney stores throughout the
U.S. From Oct. 16 - Oct. 25,
customers will have the opportunity to “round-up” their JCPenney
purchases to the nearest whole
dollar and donate the difference to
afterschool programs in their local
communities that provide lifeenriching programs for children in
need. Last year, through “Round
Up ” an d o t h er i n i t i at i v es ,
JCPenney contributed approximately $260,000 in Louisiana to
support local after school initiatives.

Congress in 1993. Elders was
also the first African-American
of either sex ever appointed to
that position.
Benjamin will be the fourth
African-American to become
U.S. surgeon general since

1993, and the eighteenth U.S.
surgeon general since John M.
Woodworth was appointed by
President Ulysses S. Grant as
the first surgeon general in
1871.
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From left to right: Oscar Joyner, president and chief operating officer of REACH Media,
Inc.; FAMU student Afton Nealy; Crystal Worthem and FAMU President James H. Ammons

TA L L A H A S S E E –
Florida A&M University senior
Afton Nealy is the first recipient
of the Tom Joyner Foundation
new Scholar of Honor program.
The scholarship provides $1,500
to a veteran of the Iraq or Afghan
wars since Sept. 11, 2001, who is
currently attending a historically
black colleges or university
(HBCU).
Nealy, a business administration major from Panama City,
served in Iraq from 2003-2004 as
a petroleum supply specialist.
“I was really excited when I
found out that I received the

scholarship,” said Nealy. “This
scholarship will definitely help
with school.”
The scholarship is available
to qualified recent veterans of the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines,
Coast Guard, the National
Guard, and Reserves who have
served since Sept. 11, 2001
in the Overseas Contingency
Operation. The purpose of this
scholarship is to assist military
veterans who have enrolled in
an HBCU to complete their
education with costs that are not
covered by the Montgomery GI
Bill.

“This scholarship recognizes
those men and women who have
served our country who
are trying to complete their
education at a black college,”
said Tom Joyner, chairman of the
foundation and host of the topranked nationally syndicated
Tom Joyner Morning Show.
“This is our way of saying thanks
for what they’ve done and to help
them pursue their dreams.”
Oscar Joyner, president and
chief operating officer of
REACH Media, Inc., presented
Nealy with the check during
homecoming

Senator Arthenia Joyner
To Address Human
Trafficking Summit

MIAMI – State Senator
Arthenia Joyner (D-Tampa), the
chief legislative architect behind
the creation of the Florida
Statewide Taskforce on Human
Trafficking, will be the keynote
speaker at a two-day summit on
human trafficking and slavery
scheduled to begin Wednesday
in Miami.
The summit, convened by
DCF Secretary George Sheldon
and FDLE Commissioner
Gerald M. Bailey, will focus
attention on the problem of
human trafficking in advance of
the first meeting of the task
force, set for Friday.
“While many people may
have heard of human trafficking,
they tend to think of it as
occurring primarily in hidden,
backstreet operations in Asia or
Europe,” said Sen. Joyner.

“Unfortunately, Florida is
among the top geographical
hotspots for this illegal and
i m m o r a l a c t i v i t y. T h i s
convening of the summit,
followed by the task force, aims
at helping Florida emerge as an
international pioneer in stopping
the human slave trade.”
Senator Joyner, whose task
force legislation (Senate Bill
168) won passage earlier this
year, will join Ambassador Luis
CdeBaca, director of the U.S
Department of State’s Office to
Monitor and Combat Trafficking
in Persons, along with Secretary
Sheldon and Commissioner
Bailey in addressing human
rights advocates, law enforcement officers, and other summit
participants. Her speech will be
delivered on Thursday.
Both the summit and the

task force are expected to concentrate on such issues as coordinating local, state and federal
l a w e n f o r c e m e n t e ff o r t s ,
boosting and expanding current
penalties involving traffickers,
as well as prevention, victim
services, and public awareness.
According to the latest statistics, human trafficking is now
the third most profitable criminal
activity, surpassed only by the
arms and drug trades.
Worldwide, it generates an
estimated $10 billion annually,
involved not only in forced prostitution, but the migrant farm
labor and hotel and tourism
industries, among others.
Over the last few years,
Florida has consistently ranked
among the top four states in the
country for the number of people
trafficked.

CFO Sink Applauds Opening
Of Solar Energy Center,
Welcomes $200 Million In
Federal Funding For Florida
TALLAHASSEE - Florida
CFO Alex Sink today welcomed
the news that a $200 million
grant will go to Energy Smart
Florida for the installation of 2.6
million smart meters in homes
and the installation of advanced
monitoring systems in grid substations. CFO Sink commended
President Obama for his commitment to new energy and his
visit for the opening of Florida’s
DeSoto Next Generation Solar
Energy Center, the nation’s
largest solar photovoltaic plant.

CFO Sink released the following
statement:
“Florida has been known as
the sunshine state because of our
beaches, but today we are taking
an important step forward in
becoming known as the
sunshine state because of our
commitment to solar and alternative energy. I commend
Florida Power & Light for
opening the nation’s largest solar
photovoltaic plant here in
Southwest Florida, and welcome
President Obama to our state to

see firsthand how we are
working to diversify and
modernize Florida’s economy.
“I am also extremely excited
that Floridians will benefit from
a $200 million grant to
modernize our energy grid, one
of the largest smart grid grants in
the country. As Floridians, we
are ready to harness our creativity and entrepreneurial energy to
make our state a national leader
in the development of a 21st
century economy.”
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Queen Street

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Of God In Christ

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

YOUR CHURCH CAN
BE LISTED HERE

Call Today 727-896-2922

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

New Covenant
Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

Sunday Services are at 4 pm
Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm

Pastor
Kenneth D.
Jackson

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Friendship

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church “God’s House in the
City” under the leadership of our
soldier of the cross, and drum major
for justice, Dr Rickey L. Houston,
extend an invitation to the community
to join us as we communicate Gods’
Word at 10:00 a.m. worship service
Sunday, Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.
and Bible Study and Teen Summit
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 p.m. We

also encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line (727321-9645).
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered,
Team-centered and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace, and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the

fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we
communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel Metropolitan for all
ages and interests.
Seeking Wisdom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009. Proverbs
3:13, 9:10-11 James 1:5.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
MT ZION PROGRESSIVE 180
DEGREE YOUTH MINISTRY
Jr. High School and High School
students who are looking for a place
to praise God in fellowship with
other Christian youth are invited to
join us every 2nd and 4th Sunday in
our Youth Chapel 10am-12 noon
CALLING ALL BOYS AND
GIRLS WHO WANT TO BECOME
SCOUTS! Mt. Zion is holding Boys
Scouts and Girl Scouts troop

meetings that are open to the youth
of our community. Troop meetings
are held every Monday evening.
Boy Scouts meet at 7:00 pm on the
3rd fl. Cub Scouts meet at 7:00pm in
the Children’s Center, and the Girl
Scouts meet at 6:30pm in the YUF
House located at 1022 20th Street.
C.A.R.E., Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts. C.A.R.E. is a
faith based support group for
substance abuse. It merges practical
wisdom, with effective ways to
mas te r th e tra ditiona l 12-s te p
program, which also acknowledges

the Lord Jesus Christ as the first and
foremost highest power. Meetings
are held every Tuesday evening at 6
p.m. at 1906 at 9th Avenue South.
The third Tuesday of each month is
earmarked to assist young adults
(16-25) on their personal road to
recovery. FMI call Rev. Keith or
Jewel Murphy 727-894-2595.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church is
located at 955 20th St. S.; Phone:
727-894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT,
ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to study and
worship with us whenever our doors
are open. See the ad for times of
worship.
UPCOMING EVENTS
“The Incredible Family”
(For further information, call 727896-5228)

• West Coast Baptist Association,
Nov. 4 -6, 2nd Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church, Sanford, FL.
Reverend Marvin Scott, Pastor
Church Engagement: Nov. 8, 4:00
p.m. Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor
Fall Faith Institute, Nov. 18 – 20,
7:00 p.m. Guest Speaker Dr.
Larry G. Mills, Mt. Sinai Missionary
Baptist Church, Orlando, FL
Friday, Nov. 20 - “Family Fun

Night”
Thought for the Week:
“A heart in tune with God can’t
help but sing His praise.”
“Now he who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food will also
supply and increase your store of seed
and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness.”
II Corinthians 9:10

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on
Monday of each week.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Coming in November…
Nov. 8 - Baptist Training union
High Attendance & Annual Penny
Rally at 5:00 p.m. at St. Mark.
Nov. 11 - Church Outing to Rock of
Jesus Church at 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 14 - Pastor’s Aid Meeting at
11:00 a.m. Deaconess Meeting

Nov. 15 - Church Outing to
Macedonia in Rubonia, FL at 3:00 p.m.
Nov. 23-24 - Congress No. 2 & 6
Joint Session
Nov. 26 - Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 27 - Church Office Closed
Nov. 29 - Mission Emphasis Sunday
during morning worship hour.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30 a.m. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at 6:00
p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is
held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study

is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children every Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30 to
6:00 p.m. Homework help and reading
tutors available. Will resume after the
start of school.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6-7:30 p.m. all Ages:
Reading
Specialist;
Free
computer class for children and youth.
In addition, there is tutorial assistance
for Math (Algebra and Geometry) and
Senior Focus for all High School
Seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance
with college applications, essay and
financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for classes for elementary
students Monday (6-8 p.m.), Tuesday
and Thursday (5-6 p.m.) and Wednesday
(5-6 p.m. and 6:30-7:30 p.m.)

The First Baptist Institutional Church
A WEEK OF ANNOINTED AND
EXCITING
SINGING
AND
PREACHING AT FIRST BAPTIST

The First Baptist Institutional
Church invites you to join us as we
present in concert, THE CORNELIUS
L. HENDERSON MALE CHORUS of
the Ben Hill United Methodist Church,
Atlanta, GA on Saturday, November 7,
at 5:00 P.M. in our Sanctuary. This
annointed chorus of Men is known
through-out the southeastern United
States. The Chorus will present an
exciting program of sacred and gospel
music for your spiritual uplift and
enjoyment. A reception is planned
following the Concert in Fellowship
Hall.
The Male Chorus along with their
pastor, Rev. Richard D. Winn, will be
featured in our Sunday morning
worship at 10:45 a.m. The Combined
Choirs of First Baptist will also sing
during the worship experience. Don't
miss this wonderful time of worship
and fellowship.

We also extend an invitation to you
to join us in our ANNUAL FALL
REVIVAL beginning, Monday night,
November 9 - 11, at 7:00 p.m. nightly.
It's time to be revived and renewed.
The guest evangelist is Dr. Eugene L.
Gibson, Olivet Baptist Church,
Memphis, TN. You will not want to

miss hearing this annointed and gifted
preacher who will minister to us and
challenge us nightly.
Please come and spend a wonderful
week with the First Baptist family!
Dr. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor
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